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STATEWIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 

247. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:   
I refer to the major achievement for 1999-2000, listed at page 216 of the 2000-01 Budget Statements, which are 
the equipment of more than 90 locations in Western Australia with satellite high-speed data terminals under the 
statewide telecommunications enhancement program. 

(1) How many Education Department schools in non-metropolitan Western Australia have now been 
equipped with high-speed data terminals? 

(2) Will the parliamentary secretary table a list of the schools? 

(3) How many of the schools have been equipped under STEP? 

(4) Will the parliamentary secretary table a list of the schools so equipped under STEP? 

(5) When does the Minister for Education anticipate that all Education Department of Western Australia 
schools will be equipped with high-speed data terminals? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:   
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Four non-metropolitan schools are equipped with satellite high-speed data terminals on a trial basis.  In 
addition, a number of non-metropolitan schools are already using terrestrial high-speed data 
communications services. 

(2) Schools trialling STEP are Nannup District High School, Eastern Goldfields Senior High School, 
Dowerin District High School and Dardanup Primary School.  

(3)-(4) All of the above, as well as those already using terrestrial high-speed equipment. 

(5) The Education Department is presently undertaking a procurement program for high-speed data 
communication services to all metropolitan and non-metropolitan schools.  It is anticipated that 
deployment of these services will commence in the first quarter of 2001.  Whether they will be satellite 
high-speed data terminals or an alternative high-speed carrier technology will be determined through a 
formal market quotation process under the relevant whole-of-government contracts, including the STEP 
contract, which offers both satellite and terrestrial high-speed data services in non-metropolitan areas. 

 


